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‘The Weyland Public Library had it's beginings as the 

“East Sudbury Sociel Liprary*. It was started on April 6, 

1796 by the reverand Josiah Bridge,the pastor of the First 

Church in Wayiand(which was then Kast Sudbury]. The library 

consisted of thirty two members who paid a membership fee 

of four doliars an@ a yearly assessment of twenty-five cents lic 
for the purchase of books. The books were kept in the homes Ane 

of the succsesive Librarians who were paid two dollars a \ /* 
year ror their’ services. / 

Another library, the “East Sudbury Charitable Library~ 
was rormed in 1615 by the Reverand John Burt wight of the 
First Parish Church. This was a collection of meral ena rx 
religious books ror the free use of the townspeople. These 
books, were first kept at the Reverand Wight& residence, 
and later, at the Unitarian church. Seventy-one of the three 
hundred bookswere later transferred to the public library. 

In 1645 the town provided six librarys, consisting of 
sixty volumes each, for the six school districté. These 
librarys were exchenged annually among the schools and thus 
widely read. At the town meeting of May 26,1%51 it was voted 
the school librarys be combined with the newer public li- 
brary. 

In 1€47, the Reverand Francis Wayland, the president of 
Brown University for whom the town wes later named, expressed 
his desire to his gooa friend Judge Mellen of Wayland, 
to donate tive-hunared dollars to the town. Judge Mellen 
suggested he donate it towards a library and at the town 
meeting of March 1048, the Judge stated that a “freind of 
Wayland™ oftered to give the town five-hundred dollars pro- 
vided the town raise an equal sum. The town voted to acce- 


cept the money and an agent was appointed to canvas the 
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* town for subscriptions. The sum of five-hundred fittyrthree 


dollars and@ ninty cents was collected and at the town meeting 
of May 1¢4&,the town discussed finding a room or building 
to house the library. 
Later, Judge Mellen had doubts about the right of a 
town to tax it's inhabitants for a library, So, the Rever- 
and John Burt Wight who was at the time a state represent- 
tative in the General Court, started action which later 
resulted in the passing of the library act in May 1&51. 
This made it possible for any city ot town in the Common- 
wealth to tax the people for public librarys. 
A building was constructed for the library by Mr. Luther 
Gleason but according to old records it was unsuitable and 
was not eccepted. So, a room for the library was prepared 
on the fromt lower floor ot the Town Hall (also known as 
the Town House, and now,Collin's Market). The Town Hall 
was constructed on the site of the Old Meeting House, by 
Mr. James Draperp,pat a cost of one-thousand seven-hundred 
dollars. The library opened there August7, 1Lt5vu and was 
kept there until the opening of the New Town Hall in Dece 
ember 1876. The plan for the New Town Hall was made by Geor- 
gee F. Fuller of Boston and William R. Stinson was the con- 
tractor. The building cost nine-thousand seven-hundred dollars. 
It was started in May, completed October 260, and dedicated 
December Lt, Le7&. haat 
In 1t96 Mr. Warren Gould Roby, a prominent citizen of ey he 
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Waylana, gave the town ten-thousand dollars and the land N\Vn 
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on which to build thepresent library building. This build- 
ing was opened in 1900. 
In 1674 a reading room in Cochituate was established 


x 
in a rented room on Main Street and was later moved the 
munriciaal OvilAing LO COM: war 
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JOSIAH BRIDGE 


The Reverand Josiah Bridge was the Pastor of the First Ch- 
urch in Wayland(which was then East Sudbury). He was born 

in Lexington Massachusetts in 1739. He was a graduate of 
Harvard College in 1758. He was ordained November 4, 1761. 
He died on Jume 19, 1801 at the age of sixty-two. Reverand 
Bridge founded the first library in Wayland when he organiz- 


ed the “East Sudbury Social Liprary” on April 6, 1796. 


L. MARIA CHILD, 
At the age of 63 


LYDIA MARI“ CHILD 


Lydia Marie Child was born in Medford Massachusetts Febru- 
ary 11 1802 as Lydia Marie Francis. Her education consis- 
ted of public school and one year of private seminary. 

In 1828 she married David Lee Child. In 1831 and 1832 she 
became interested in the subject of slavery and became an 
advocate of freedom for Blacks.She also took an interest in 


Prison Reform, Peace , The Welfare of the Indian,and the 


women Questiog including suffrage. In 1852 she moved to 


Wayland to care for her aged father. She died on October 
20, 1880at age 78, leaving in her will » sum for the town 
library. Her estate also gave many of her works and a great 


collection of her ketters. 
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JAMES. DRAPER, 
At the age of 30. 


JAMES DRAPER 


James Draper was Beacon of the First Bhurch in Wayland for 
forty-three years. He was born in Dedham Massachusetts May 
twenty-eighth 1%87 and he married Elizabeth Sumner Janu- 
ary €bdghéenth 1809. He purchased many old estates in order 
ii) to demolish old buildings and erect new ones or bemodel and 
renovate others.He did this thirteen different times during 


his lifetime, one of which was when he purchased the land 
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on which the old meeting house stood. On that land, in about 
1840 ,' he erected theTown Hall which also consisted of a 
schoolroom andthe library. In 1863 Mr. Draper gave five 
hundred dollars to the town for a permanent library fund. 


Mr. Draper died December fifth 1870. 


REY. JOHN B, WIGHT, 
At the age of 60. 


} JOHN BURT WIGHT 

ReverandJohn Burt Wight was born at Bristol Rhode Island 
May seventh 1790. His preparation for college was completed 
at age twelve and he entered Brown University at age four- 
teen. He graduated at the head of his class in 1&0&. In 
1€16 he recieved the degree of A, M. from Harvard Univer- 
sity. On January first 1818 he married Sarah Grout. He was 
ordained as a minister of the Church of East Sudbury Jan- 
uary twenty-fifth 1815 and preached there fifteen years. 


It was there he collected a group of moral and religious 
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‘ books for the free use of the townspeople,known as the East 


Sudbury Charitable Library. The books were first kept at 
his house and later at the Unitarian church.Then, seyenty- 
one of the three-hundred books were later transferred to 
the Wayland Public Library. During the formation of the 
library the question arose as to wether the town had the 
right to tax the people for a public library. So, the Rev- 
erand Wight, who was then a State Representative ,started 
action in the legislature which later resulted in thepassing 
of the™Library Act™ in May 1851 which made it legal for the 
tax money of any city or town in the Commonwealth to " Est- 
ablish and maintain librarys for the use of the inhabitants 


thereof". Reverand Wight died December 20, 1&&3. 
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EDWARD MELLEN, 
At the age of YA 


EDWARD M&LLEN Esq. 


Edward Mellen was born in Westborough on September 26, 1€02. 
He graduated from Brown University in 1823, and went to 
Wayland November 30, 1830 where he died May 31, 1875. He 

was Wout known in the legal profession and in 1847 he was 
made Justice of Court of Common pleas and in 1€55, he became 
the Chief Justice of the same Court. In 1€&54 he recieved 

the degree of ik) trom Brown University. When Mellen's 
freind, Rev. Wayland expressed his desire to give the town 


five-hundred dollars, it was Mellen who suggested he give 


it towards a public library yellen also served on many 


sam 


“XY ars 


library committees and he also helped to choose some of the 


books for the library. 
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